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At his inauguration as president on Dec. 1, Carlos Salinas de Gortari immediately called for
renegotiation of Mexico foreign debt, asserting that a situation in which "we are transferring abroad
5% of our national product each year" is "unacceptable and unsustainable." "The priority will no
longer be to pay, but to return to growth," he said. "This is not demagoguery or an admonition. It
is a reasoned argument that derives from the needs of my people and the enormous effort we have
made... "I will avoid confrontation. But I declare emphatically and with conviction that the interests
of Mexicans are above the interest of creditors." The new president told the audience that he had
instructed Mexico's new Finance Minister, Pedro Aspe, to seek permanent solutions in "a relatively
short time" in discussions with private banks and foreign governments. These negotiations, he
said, should reduce the value of Mexico's debt, and the country's debt service payments "should
be increasingly smaller in proportion to what we Mexicans produce." As outgoing President
Miguel de la Madrid entered the legislative chamber, the 101 congresspersons of the center right
National Action Party (PAN) stood silently and raised posters that read "Six Years of Fraud." When
Salinas entered the chamber, a National Democratic Front legislation stood and shouted, "Only
the people can confer legitimacy." He then led the rest of the 136 Front congresspersons in a walkout. Toward the conclusion of Salinas' speech, the PAN legislators again stood and raised a poster
insisting that he "show with deeds your commitment to democracy." In the afternoon, anti-Salinas
demonstrators in downtown Mexico City were dispersed by riot squad police who beat them with
clubs and rifle butts. Additional cabinet ministers appointed by Salinas follow. Fernando Gutierrez
Barrios, governor of Veracruz state, was named Secretary of the Interior. His responsibilities will
include supervision of the state police and security apparatus. Gutierrez Barrios headed the federal
police in 1968 when army and security forces fired on student protestors in Mexico City, resulting
in the deaths of more than 250 people. Manuel Bartlett Diaz, de la Madrid's Interior Minister was
retained in the cabinet, and appointed Education Minister. Opposition leaders accused Bartlett
of masterminding the electoral fraud they allege took place in July. Fernando Solana, Salinas's
appointee as Foreign Minister, is currently director of the Banco Nacional de Mexico and has served
previously as both Education and Commerce Ministers. The new Defense Minister is Gen. Antonio
Riviello Bazan, who has been Inspector General for the army and air force. Secretary of Commerce
and Industrial Development is economist Jaime Serra, a close Salinas associate. Next, Ernesto
Zedillo, 36-year-old Yale Ph.D., was appointed Budget and Planning Secretary. (Basic data from AP,
12/01/88; New York Times, 12/01/88, 12/02/88)
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